| { 
my sires ON f i} ENTIAL ~U. &. OFFICIALS . MLE 
- Approvéd Fo Rél €@ 2001/19/26—-CIA=RDP82-00457R003300290006 
FORT AO 


CENTRAL INTELMGENSE AGENCY Peroat No, iii pul 


v 


INFORMATIOAN REPORT — ce xo. 25X1A 
SOUNTRY ‘Thailand DATE CISTR. gue CHD ey 
SUBJECT Sepmunist Strategy and Tactics in Sneiland NO, OF PAGES 5 
25X1A 
PLACE NO. OF ENCLS. 


(LISTED BELOW) 


ACQUIRED 


0 CIA {; 
DATE OF IN A Library SUPPLEMENT TO 


25X1X REPORT NO. 


do Available evidence indicates thot Coumunisn is more strongly organized, 
proceeding more according to a predstermined plan, and advancing much faster 


an Thailand than hss heretofore been believed. 


25X1C 
2o Communist strategy in Thailand appears to be the followings 


a. By covert control of an influential section of the press, at first 
subtly, and then with ever-increasing pointedness, to "so“ten up" 
the Tyai by convincing then that Communion is little more than a mild 
philosophy, not incowpatible with Buddhism, and 2 plan whose aim is 
merely to give the working man an Sven break, 


bd. To lead the opposition to the present or to any subsequent non-Comsunist 
governient, yet at the same tino, to be not so violent in criticism 
or appear to be so strong a threat that the Covernment will take 
effective measures ageinst then. 


co By tight control of key labor unions - notably the rice will workers, 
harbor workers, and transport workers - and by influence in sons 
quarters of the managerial side as well, to pe able at any time to 
put a stranglehold on the economy of the country, thereby precipitating 
conditions favorable to their purposes, not only in ‘hailand, but in 
those neighboring countries dependent upon Thai rice. 


ad. By propaganda, to acquire the support of a sufficient segnent of the 
Thai population soasts give the appearance of Thai origin to what is 
primarily a Chinese base. in this regard, efforts may be concentrated 


mainly on *hai intellectuals and in the sonewhat disaffected north= 
eastern area of Thailand. 
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e. By careful organization, indoctrination, and control, to have an 
effective party that can operate underground, will follow direction, 
and will provide 2 possible nucleus for a "Democratic Peeple's 
Government of Thailand". 


f. By closes liaison with the Viinese Coxmunist Parby and the Soviets, 
‘So receive the additional funds necassary for the prograa, and to 
coordinate their program with the Kussian and Chinese Communist Party 
leadership. 


Propaganda and Control. of the Press 


30 The firet point in the Cousunist plans outlined zbove is dexnonstrated in 
the ‘continued evidence confirming that tho highly popular and influential 
Thai Commercial Compary publications are Corsaunist-controlied and financed. + 
Although these publications had been Communist-controlled for over a year, 
they displeyed virtually no Communist propaganda until about the time of 
the fall of Naricing, when thay rether abruptly began to feature the Party 
line in their news end editorials. Opening moves were editorials to the 
effect thet Gommunisa wes merely the doctrine of "from each according te 
his ability and to each according to his need", Communism was explained 
as 2 simple egrarian reforg, not incoupatible with the traditional Thai. 
monarchy. 


le Ths usxt point was to attack, with ever increasing vilification, American 
and Western European policy in the Pacific, especially in China, In such 
an attack, the Cermunists ure aided by two factors; 


a. TRe Thal public is accustomed to an irresponsible press, and in Thailard, 
an editor, if he is willing to risk exposing himself to an occasional 
shot, can get avay with saying virtually anything; znd 


do 
Poth the Chiness business community and the Thal Government are 
atterpting to toxorize with the Coszunists., The net result is that, 
except for the Royalist press and the English-language publications, 
there ig very little journalistic rebuttal to the Communists! propaganda. 
Se Even in the non-Communist press, the Communists have found apologists, either 


through luck, careful cultivation, or design. Fer example, the Royalist 
daily, Kiatissk, bas a Vietnamese sub-editor who slants the. news to meet 
the Cosmumiss view, A United Press article from China, printed in the Thai- 

’ language, Prachakorn was turned into good pre-Commnist material by clever 
translating, ‘These efforts, coubined with less open Communist control of 
certain publications, and the disintegration of the ansi-Communist Chinese= 
language press, are increasingly placing the largest part of the printed DBO 
propaganda media firmly into Communist hands. 


25X1C 6. 
the Comuunist line with respecs to 
Buddhism is 3.2. y plamied a 3 proving effective. They are taking 
advantage of the Buddhist belief that the next Buddha, Phra Sri An, will 
reputedly usher in an era of Utepian happiness and prosperity. The age of 
the present Buddhs, Gautama, which is supnesed to last 5,000 years, has 
mow passad ite 2,491 year. ‘The Buddhists sre now being led to believe thagoX1C 
the first evidences of the new age are appearing, and that one of its 25X1C 
ponifestaticns is Vommunism. 
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jaadership of Gprosition 


to Pant bhe Coxswrists are trying to lead tha oprosiiicn te bho orscens Covorsaeant 
and yet not be so violert in their oppurihion 96 bo 6 rok saprorsive 

measures, is borne out in part by the feet thab Comuist mo-iticiem of the 
Covermment has gctually boon wove subdued than that offered iy the regulr 
Royalist-orientad Parliaweniary opposition Couwunist affarts appear te 

pave, dnstead, the primcry sia of identilying the Unite’ ftates and Nestern 
uptions with the inoreasingly unpopular Chibul-led coup o@iqus. The Comuniat 
policy of aot pushing the Agyarmman, too far is furthey iuetrated by the 
decision not to stage a Hay Day desonstravion this yeax, and by tho feet 

shat the organizing activities of the Centrai Jabor Union (Gi) have boen 
condusted valatively quietly of late. The apparent ala of thle Latter 

tactic is to not bring the CLY inte sharp and open corpetibion with the 
CGoverusent=spensored Thal tebor Onion (Tf20), Such opposition would probably 
rasult in suppressive measures being taken by the Levarrmon’ against the 

CL » 


3, Sufficient propagamde is directed by the Coummists cgainst the present 
Gavermmant to abtract some support Prom facbiuns in the opposition, and 
perhaps aise, to influence some Vestern nations to back the present cormipt, 
snefficions ard umpypvlss Cevernment or ‘the pesis thet CLE the Communists 
are aguinet it, then tac Covernuent is on cur side, ani we should perhaps 
supoors At, Their ein ~auget, hosever, is "Western japorialisa®, In 
hia respect, tha Comunists are plowing a fila of racial, autagonica that 
ig fertile in any Asiatic country. White it has often been said that the 
Thai ere nob a colonial people and therefore do not have tie bitterness 
towanl Weaterners shat is found elsewhere in Asia, nevertheless, some anti~ 
Vestern fesling, ou which the Communists are apparantly working with success, 
ig presents There is counting evidence of @ slowly ivcressing anti-iarang “it 
feeling in Thailand, and a close study of Communist-Laspired propaganda. 
reveals how the Communists are encouraging and casitalizing on this developaont« 

epee 


Goubrol of Labor Organianticns 


aa SET ROE 


$a That a stremwous effort is being sade by the Communists Se control the key 
“abor unions in “hailand is chearly desxonstrated by avallable evidences. 
The rice mill workers are directed by YI Mei-nou, himself 2 rice ail omner. 
YI has recently gone to “hina fer the apparent purpose of conferring with 
Coraunist officials there. iw Since Thailand is predominantiy a rice 
economy, it is readily apparent why the Gosmunists have concentrated their 
‘labor activities in this field, Control at the pill level is the key spset 
for wariium influence, or for doing the maximum damage to tne country's 
econouy with the minisum muaber of adherents. “ith such persons as YE and. 
URR Song of the mill ewner class in: their casp, the Conmunisss are assured 
ef added cooperation. Tye Communists have en additional advantage in the 
mills because most of the workers 2re Chinase and are oore rece ptive to 
indocsrinstion and control than the reletively easy-going “hal. 


Ld. The T,ai Goversment, which has finally bacone eavare of the danger inheren’ 
in this situation, is attempting to force the employment ef a certain 
percentage of Thai in the rice mills, and is planning to go anise the willing 
‘Queciness extensively itcolf, 
Tho fh sacondary Communist effort is apparently héing dirested soward the branspeis 
workers; it is weakened by the fact that mast employees are Thai, There 
are indications also thet the Gomaunists are active among ‘cugineers and 
wechenical workers", and that they heve a large reasuxe of contro]. ever 
the harbor workers, in this lather connection, YI Mei-hou was arbiter for 
the lighterage workers in a recent strile threat. 
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The unteriss lebor activity of the Communists is to infiltrate tha Thad 
Izbor Union, Since this is rot a union in the true sense of tho werd, and 
is adruittedly the creation and instrument of the present thai Covernnent, 

it is unlikely that the Communists entertain any expectation of maling en 
effective labor wion out of it. Ths Comeunist organication is the Central = - 
Labor Union, Their undertskings with the TLU, therefore, are in all 
probability aimed ab geining sufficient influence tc sabotage it from within, 
and to prevent it from ever becowing a real urion in conpetition with ths 
CIU. Here again, the +hai Government has recently taken cepnizance of their 
activity and has announced that they were sending "spies" inte the TIDY te 
uncever Communist infiltrators. Union numbers hive bean warned that the 
Cemsaunists are attespting to infiltrate thez and have been urged to expose 
ony Communists they discover. 


Support of Thai Poruiatios 


Tne conforting opinion that the Thei are not interested in Communisa because 
they are faifly prosperous Pyddhista, and generally an easy-going people 
not rece ptive to changes in their social and scoromic patter, discounts 
‘two duportant facts.. The first is that. Communism cen succeed only with a 
closely organized ard deternined minority; ard second, that skillful 
Cosmuist preparands, snd the prestige geinsd through their victories ia 25X1X 
China, is enabling the Consunists to win more “nai adhereuts and to exert 
more influence than has been generally recognized. 

there are sericus indications that 
the Cozaunists are waking inroads into the undorsprivilegsd, eabittered, 
and hardewerling population in ths northeast of fhailand. Certain conditions 
favor the develepuent of Communisa in this srea. The northoasterners, at 
present facing a serious droughi threat, do not have the advantage of a 
relgtively assured rice crop, as do the Thai of central Thailand, The 
requirements of the inhabitants of northeast Thailand have been given little 
consideration by Benglesk politicisns. In the main, students from this area 
cone from poor faxilies. “hey study diligently at the Bangkok universities 
and return te their howes with an intense desire to better the lot of their 
people. It is in this area, that 25X1X 
Comuunist propaganda and organizational work has increased. 


Saeed ucarasig 
awong the indi. genous nopula tion. 


activity aimed at gaining support 

A vigorous recruitment cawpaign is being carrisd cn in tne University ef 
Moral and Political Sgisnces (UMPS) and at Chulalongkorn University in 
Bangkok. A group of young leaders in the Forsign Ministry and in the 
Public Presecution Departrent’ have been Vomaunist-oriented. The secretary= 
general of the Vhureh Council and principal. of Wat Borlwan now contributes 
articles to the pro-Cozzunist Thai-lenguage publication, Lotters. Thienthei 
Araichatebut, the leftist labor lesder, wheas political campaign against 
Lt. Gen. Iyang Sinat Yotharal for a Parlianentary seat in January 1919 

wos gabotaged by the Cosmunists, through the CLU, has once again been 
adopted by the Co.aunists. There is consicerable evidence that Luang Kach 
Songgram, unscrupulous Ceup leader, has psen working closely with Manida 
Wong of the Gaschesiovak-Siam Trading Gorpany, ani there is a prevalent 
belief that Xach and others like him are veady to do businass with the 
Communists, if it is to their personal advantage. Men Like Siknit Nimsaanhesin. 
present Minister of Industry, while not openly cellaborating with the Communists, 
have been mzde use of by them. It is well known that a large part of the 
Thai Parlissent is susceptible to bribary, A Government official with 
liberal politcal beliefs states that the Communists can pressure, or buy, 
enough of Parliazent to give them the necessary support, and that the Thal 
people, whe are used to accepting the Government's decision: almost without 
question, will continue to abide by all dacisions. 
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15. Cawsunigt efforts to give a “hai Couplexion to the lecal Communist movement, 


and to de-enphassise its Chonese Ghavscter and wekeup, includes, in addition 
sg the uss ef That-Jengurge prepapande. media, the uss of “nai, spokesaen. 

one such is Kwierb Saipzadit, the is presently writing 2 Commniet-oriented 
novel in Letters. Anosle. is Plas: Savaphei, once 2 Royalist and considered 


until recently to be a uclitieal conservative. Sarephei has becose increasingly 
nro-Cosmunist in his cs viayations and articles, and recently made a speech 
ay Chilelongkorn in vhieh ne chectised the “white imgrrialists", 


25X1A 


Co 


Comment. Trae 193% Coup Group ‘iin “nadlend made use ef the sae 
type of propagends, Isaflets, which were vaputedly Pridi-inspired and 
which were handed out in Tats June of 1932, deseribed tne ravolution as 
2 forerunner of the age of Phra Sri An. 


25X1A 


25X1A =i Comeent. in Ihnaiiarnd, this resentment in bavad orincipally on the 
nigh atorniard of living of Westerners, ard on what the Tas consider the 


a 
7 


careless abbiivde und Lack of sincers inberest in the country on the part 


of mast Wasternsrs a ” 
Gouzent. Tyace ie 3 feeling also, on tac pert of the Shei that 
25X1A es cctiy independent duxing the period of Western colonial 
expansion 28 a result of thele own afforta, and in spite of the desires 
oF Eurepean mations, Hersin lies one of the roots of their being wore - 
pre-American than pro=British and pro-Fpenche The Aumiviceus, wany of them 
fs0l, herve net had and do not have politcal designs on their territory. , 
the British ant Freach have had, and sovs “hai feel that thoy still have 
desiena on Thal sorritozy. 


llc catemng Coment. The *hai. tema farang is used tc describe foreigners, 
Bop 
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